
movies on release
500 Days Of Summer (12A)
Boy gets girl. Boy loses girl.
Boy doesn’t get girl back.A
lovely non-linear bittersweet
quirky anti-romcom with
Joseph Gordon-Levitt and
Zooey Deschanel. ****
Adventureland (15) Sweet 80s-
set summer romance comedy
drama. ****
Aliens in The Attic (PG)
Formulaic but fun kids
comedy as two sets of siblings
take on four squabbling aliens
at their holiday home. ***
Away We Go (15) Sam
Mendes’ funny,
heartwarmingly tender Juno-
esque road trip dramady as an
expectant couple search for
the perfect place to live and
discover what home truly
means. ****
Cloudy With A Chance of
Meatballs 3D (U) Gleefully
silly subversive animated
parable about greed as a
nerdy inventor makes a
machine that turns rain into
food. But then the weather
turns bad. ****
Dance Flick (15) The Wayans
brothers send up the dance
movie genre in their usual
juvenile manner. *
District 9 (15) South African
sci fi immigration allegory as a
camp of aliens have to be
resettled and the man in
charge is infected by their
DNA. ***
Dorian Gray (15) Oscar
Wilde’s metaphorical satire
starring Ben Barnes and Colin
Firth. **
The Final Destination 2/3D
(15) More teens cheat death
only to realise you can’t
escape it. Inventive gore but
little tension and less plot. **
The Firm (18) Another Nick
Love film about working class
blokes and football
hooliganism, except this time
a remake of the 70s Alan
Clarke classic. **
Fish Tank (15) Heavy-handed
metaphors aside,Andrea
Arnold mixes social realism
and brittle comedy with a
stroppy Essex teen seeking to
escape council-estate life.
****
Funny People (15)
Interminably tedious, crude
Judd Apatow dramady with
comic Adam Sandler learning
to connect after becoming
fatally ill and Seth Rogan as his
aspiring stand-up assistant. **
G-Force (PG) A team of talking
guinea pigs and a mole go on
the run from the FBI to
unmask a plot to enslave the
world using killer kitchen
appliances. ***
G.I. Joe:The Rise of Cobra
(12A) Hyperkinetic, flashback
heavy, action as a secret elite
combat force has to save the
world from metal eating
nanobites. ***
Gamer (18) Thrill seeker
players control real prisoners
in an online shoot em up.
Violent but empty Gladiator
meets Death Race hybrid.**
Harry Potter and the Half-

Blood Prince (12A) Things
turn increasingly intense at
Hogwarts with both
Voldemort’s plans and Harry,
Ron and Hermione’s romantic
entanglements. ****
Ice Age 3: Dawn of the
Dinosaurs 3D (U) The
prehistoric buddies discover a
lost world. Great animation,
but it lacks its predecessors’
charm. ***
In The Loop (15) Razor sharp,
inventively sweary, bitingly
funny Brit political satire about
a bumbling Minister, the PM’s
spin doctor and American’s
Middle East invasion plans.
(Tue, Odeon New St) ****
Inglourious Basterds (18)
Tarantino’s overly talky, cine-
referencing war thriller
rewrites the Second World
War. ***
Julie & Julia (12A) Nora
Ephron’s fuzzily warm self-
discovery true life comedy
with Meryl Streep and Amy
Adams. ***
Miss March: Generation
Penetration (15) Waking
from a coma, Eugene learns
his virginal girlfriend’s now a
centrefold. Dire scatological
teen sex-comedy. *
Monsters vs Aliens (PG)
B-movie monsters combat an
alien invasion.A fabulous,
funny, action packed,
animation homage to 50s
monster movies. (Imax) ****
Orphan (15) Implausible but
effectively creepy bad seed
horror as a couple get more
than they bargained for after
adopting an odd nine-year-old
Russian girl. ***
The September Issue (12A)
Entertaining if unprobing
frockumentary following
Vogue editor Anna Wintour as
she readies the 2007 autumn
fashion special. ***
Sorority Row (15) Eight
months after a prank goes
fatally wrong, five college girls
are stalked by a psycho
slasher. *
Star Trek (12A) JJ Abrams’
sensational prequel detailing
the Enterprise crew’s
formation and how Kirk forged
his friendship with Spock.
Leonard Nimoy cameos. (Imax)
*****
The Time Traveller’s Wife
(12A) An underwhelming,
tiresome adaptation of a
terrific book.**
Transformers: Revenge of
the Fallen (12A) Bigger,
louder, faster, with more ‘bots
and more spectacular action
but just the same thin plot.
(Imax) ***
Watchmen (18) The
awesome adaptation’s finally
on the giant screen where it
belongs plus an exclusive Q&A
with artist Dave Gibbons.
(Tonight, Imax) *****
Whiteout (15) Kate
Beckinsale’s character
investigates a murder in
Antarctica, and unearths long
buried secrets. **

Mike Davies

watch

What: The Lord Clifden
Why: Characterful pub in the Jew-
ellery Quarter with real ale and
good Sunday lunch.
Where: 34 Great Hampton Street,
Hockley, Birmingham, 0121 523
7515

What: Lost Land of the Volcano
Why: In the last of the beautifully-
shot series, George McGavin visits
an erupting volcano on New Guin-
ea, where he encounters a rare bird
that depends on hot ash to survive.
Where: BBC1, 9pm

What: The Stanley Baxter Story
Why: Eddie Izzard presents a pro-
file of the comedy actor, who made
a name for himself doing impres-
sions in Glasgow church halls. Inter-
viewees include Stanley himself.
Where: Radio 2, 10.30pm

What: Last Night Of The Poms
Why: Barry Humphries is Dame
Edna Everage in his Down Under
version of the Last Night of the
Proms, with Carl Davis.
Where: NIA, Birmingham, 0844 338
8000

THEATRE
DANCING IN THE STREETS:
(today, Wed, Fri 7.30pm, Thur
2.30pm/7.30pm, Sat
4.30pm/8pm) Alexandra The-
atre 0844 847 2302.

EAST IS EAST: Having had its
world premiere in the Rep’s
studio in 1996 and gone on
to become a BAFTA-winning
hit film, Ayub Khan-Din’s clas-
sic British Asian comedy re-
turns to the main stage (from
Fri until Oct 17; Fri, Sat
7.30pm).

ORPHANS: Dennis Kelly’s
play about violence and fam-
ily values comes to the Rep
direct from scoring a big hit
in Edinburgh, where it won a
Fringe First award (until Sat
7.45pm) The Door, Birming-
ham Repertory Theatre 0121
236 4455.

QUADROPHENIA: (until
Thur 7.30pm, Fri, Sat
5pm/8.30pm) Grand Theatre,
Wolverhampton 01902
429212.

LAST OF THE SUMMER
WINE: (until Sat 7.45pm,
mats Wed, Sat 2.30pm) Bel-
grade Theatre, Coventry 024
7655 3055.

THE GRAIN STORE: Natal’ia
Vorozhbit’s play about fam-
ine in the Ukraine in 1929 is
the second play from the
former Soviet Union commis-
sioned for the RSC’s Revolu-
tions season (today 7.30pm,
press performance Thur 7pm)
The Courtyard, Stratford-up-
on-Avon 0844 800 1110.

THE DRUNKS: (Wed 7.30pm,
press performance Thur 1pm)
The Courtyard, Stratford-up-
on-Avon 0844 800 1110.

AS YOU LIKE IT: (Fri 7.30pm,
Sat 1.30pm) The Courtyard,
Stratford-upon-Avon 0844
800 1110.

JULIUS CAESAR: (Sat
7.30pm) The Courtyard, Strat-
ford-upon-Avon 0844 800
1110.

THE HYPOCHONDRIAC:
English Touring Theatre in
Roger McGough’s new adap-
tation of Moliere’s classic
comedy (Tue-Sat 8pm, mats
Wed, Sat 2.30pm) Malvern
Festival Theatre 01684
892277.

DANCE
QUANTUM LEAPS: Birming-
ham Royal Ballet triple bill
teaming David Bintley’s new
ballet E=mc2 with Stanton
Welch’s Powder and The Cen-
tre and its Opposite, a new
work by Garry Stewart, artis-
tic director of Australian
Dance Theatre (Wed-Fri
7.30pm, Sat 2.30pm/7.30pm)
Birmingham Hippodrome
0844 338 5000.

ROCK & POP
MASSIvE ATTACK: 7pm, O2
Academy, Horsefair, Bristol St,
Birmingham 0844 477 2000;
The Used: 7pm, O2 Academy
2, Horsefair, Bristol St, Bir-
mingham 0844 477 2000; The
Hot Melts / Being Jo Francis:

7pm, O2 Academy 3, Horse-
fair, Bristol St, Birmingham
0844 477 2000; Out of the
Blue: 8.30pm, The Station Ho-
tel, Station St, Sutton Cold-
field; Beggars Banquet: 8pm,
Tower of Song, 107 Pershore
Rd South, Kings Norton 0121
486 1300; Open Mic: 8pm,
The Black Horse, Jennens Rd,
Aston.

JAZZ & BLUES
BRYN vENUS’ MAIN-
STREAM JAZZ: 8.30pm,
Bournville Club, Mary Vale Rd,
Birmingham 0121 459 5101;
Old Comrades Jazz Band:
8.45pm, Perry Hill Tavern,
Perry Hill Rd, Quinton 0121
421 9981; Mike Hatton: The
Camp, Camp Lane, Kings Nor-
ton 0121 458 3621; Big Band
Performance: 8.30pm, Castle
Bromwich Remembrance
Hall, Hall Rd, Birmingham
0121 360 8553; Smokin’ Ade
Wakelin: The Roadhouse, Lif-
ford Lane, Stirchley 0121 459
5660.

COMEDY
JIMMY CARR: 8pm, Sym-
phony Hall, Broad St, Bir-
mingham 0121 780 3333.

EXHIBITIONS
MATTHEW BOULTON –
SELLING WHAT ALL THE
WORLD DESIRES: Major ex-

hibition marking 200 years
since the death of Birming-
ham’s pioneering industrial-
ist. Until Sep 27 (Mon-Thur,
Sat 10am-5pm, Fri 10.30am-
5pm, Sun 12.30pm-5pm) The
Gas Hall, Birmingham Muse-
um & Art Gallery, Chamber-
lain Square 0121 303 2834.

SEMYON FAIBISOvICH/
vICTOR ALIMPIEv: Double
bill from Russia featuring Fai-
bisovich’s paintings based on
mobiole phone images and
Alimpiev’s videos on the
theme of the group and the
individual. From Wed until
Nov 15 (Tue-Sun 11am-6pm)
Ikon Gallery, Brindleyplace
0121 248 0708.

A WINDOW ON IRAN: Work
by Mosein Keiany, Habib Sa-
deghi and Asghar Javani. Un-
til Oct 3 (Mon-Fri 10.30am-
5pm, Sat 10.30am-5pm, Sun
1pm-5pm) Royal Birmingham
Society of Artists, Brook
Street, St Paul’s Square 0121
236 4353.

DURER TO SPENCER: Works
on paper from the collection
of University College London.
Until Oct 25 (Mon-Sat 10am-
5pm, Sun noon-5pm) Barber
Institute, Edgbaston Park
Road 0121 414 7333.

MATTHEW BOULTON AND
THE ART OF MAKING MON-

EY: Until May 16 2010 (Mon-
Sat 10am-5pm, Sun noon-
5pm) Barber Institute,
Edgbaston Park Road 0121
414 7333.

THE FOUR HORSEMEN OF
THE APOCALYPSE: Paint-
ings by Gordon Cheung, in-
spired by Goya, science fic-
tion and the Financial Times.
Until Nov 1 (Mon-Sat 10am-
5pm, Sun 11am-4pm) New
Art Gallery, Walsall 01922
654400.

QUEEN AND COUNTRY:
Powerful memorial by Turner
Prizewinner Steve McQueen
to members of the armed
forces killed in Iraq. Until Sep
26 (Mon-Sat 10am-5pm) Wol-
verhampton Art Gallery
01902 552055.

THE NORTHERN IRELAND
COLLECTION: Fresh Per-
spectives. Until Nov 14 (Mon-
Sat 10am-5pm) Wolverhamp-
ton Art Gallery 01902
552055.

MINIMAL MEANS: Interna-
tional art spanning painting,
sculpture and furniture de-
sign from the Frank Cohen
collection. Until Dec 12 (Tue-
Fri 11am-4pm, Sat 10am-
4pm) Initial Access, Units
19/20, Calibre Industrial Park,
Laches Close, off Enterprise
Drive, Fours Ashes, nr Wolver-

hampton 01902 790419.

WORKS ON PAPER: Wide
ranging exhibition of prints
and drawings from the Wol-
verhampton collection and
other public collections in
the Midlands. Until Sep 25
(Mon-Sat 10am-5pm) Wolver-
hampton Art Gallery.

WILDLIFE PHOTOGRA-
PHER OF THE YEAR: Until
Oct 4 (Tue-Sat 10am-5.30pm,
Sun, Mon 12 noon- 5pm) Her-
bert Art Gallery, Coventry 024
7683 2386.

SIXTIES SUMMER: British
art from the 60s from Arts
Council collection, featuring
work by Richard Smith,
Michael Kidner, Jeremy Moon,
William Tucker, Philip King,
Tim Scott, Robyn Denny and
Kenneth Draper. Until Oct 4
(Tue, Wed, Fri, sat 10.30am-
5pm, Thur 1.30pm-8pm, Sun
11am-4pm) Leamington Spa
Art Gallery & Museum, Royal
Pump Room 01926 742700.

MADE IN THE USA: Three
contemporary American ce-
ramicists, Thomas Hoadley,
Hayne Bayless and Sam Tay-
lor, show their work in the UK
for the first time. Until Sep 27
(Tue-Sun 10.30am-5pm) The
Gallery at Bevere, near
Worcester 01905 754484.

What: Disney On Ice presents Prin-
cess Wishes
Why: A magical show featuring
seven princesses, from Snow White
and Cinderella to Sleeping Beauty.
Where: NIA, Birmingham, October
14-25, 0844 338 8000
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NAME: COLIN NAYLOR
TITLE: MANAGING
DIRECTOR
BASE: DUKES BAILIFFS
LIMITED DUKES COURT,
8 NEWCASTLE ST,
STONE, STAFFS, ST15 8JT
CONTACT: 0844 844 1345
CNAYLOR@
DUKESLIMITED.CO.UK

NAME: ANDY HEMMING
TITLE: NEURO-LINGUISTIC
PROGRAMMING
PRACTITIONER
BASE: TYDEMANS
HOUSE, GRIMLEY,
WORCESTERSHIRE, WR2
6LU
CONTACT: 01905 641 816
ANDYHEMMING@
ACTIONCOACH.COM

NAME: MATTHEW SHAW
TITLE: PARTNER
BASE: FORRESTERS
CHAMBERLAIN HOUSE
PARADISE PLACE
BIRMINGHAM B3 3HP
CONTACT: 0121 236 0484
MSHAW@FORRESTERS.
CO.UK

Q. If I owe Council Tax or National Non-Domestic Rates (Busi-
ness Rates) how and when can bailiffs add fees to my debt?
A. The fees that can be charged for unpaid Council Tax or Na-
tionalNon-DomesticRatesafter themagistrateshavegrantedthe
local authority a Liability Order are set in legislation via statute.

Under current legislation, fees can only be charged if a cer-
tificated bailiff visits your property. The purpose of their at-
tendance is to collect the balance outstanding or secure the
debt by way of a seizure of goods, which serves as a guarantee
against future non-payment. If there are no goods available to
seize or the bailiff is unable to obtain a response, the level of
fee that can be applied is set in statute at £24.50 for the initial
visit. Further visits are likely to takeplaceuntil contact ismade

but bailiffs are not
permitted to apply fees
unless they have visit-
ed your property.

Q: Instructing a cer-
tificated bailiff, could
I lose my tenant ?
A: One of the main ob-
jectives for the in-
structed certificated
bailiff is for the land-

lord and tenant relationship to remain intact and to continue
after the bailiff’s involvement.

They will approach each case with a great amount of experi-
ence andduediligence,whichwill enable them to carry out their
duties inaprofessional andcourteousmanner.Thiswill include
undertaking a process with the tenant whereby they will at-
tempt to educate them that it is better to resolve the arrears
rather than risk losing their goods. The aim is not to act in such
a way that the tenant is unable to continue with their business
for whatever reasons due to the actions of the bailiff. Therefore
leaving the landlord with an empty property and, especially in
the current economic climate, the difficulty of attempting to
find a new tenant, along with facing the liability for National
Non Domestic Rates for an empty property.
Q: Is there a need for a demand / reminder for Commercial Rent
Arrears
A: The general rule is that there is no legal requirement for the
Landlord to issue any kind of demand to their tenant for ar-
rears, unless otherwise agreed. Therefore a Certificated Bailiff
may attend the premises to levy distress, this process itself
constitutes a demand. There can be the belief that you may
need to involve the costly services of a Solicitor or the County
Court to initiate payment from your tenant. This is simply not
the case as long as the rent is due (arrears), there is an existing
demise (premises) and the rent is certain (amount and period).

Q. I have designed a logo for my business and would like to
prevent others from copying it. How do I go about obtaining
copyright protection for the logo? I have seen advertisements
from companies offering copyrighting services – is this some-
thing that I should consider?
A. In the UK, copyright can exist for artistic works, which
would include graphic designs such as your logo.

As soon as the logo has been designed it is protected by
copyright and there is no need to take any action to “register”
the copyright. Owning the copyright in your logo allows you
to prevent other people from producing copies which include
a substantial part of yourdesign.However, in order to enforce
your rights against third par-
ties producing copies, you
wouldneed to show that youare
the owner of the copyright, and
that copyinghas takenplace. It
is not possible to enforce copy-
right against parties using
similar designs which have been produced independently.

Companies offering “copyrighting services” usually provide
what is, in effect, a time stamping service. This can help to
prove when you created the logo but does not generally pro-
vide any additional protection. Keeping your own detailed,
dated notes can be equally effective.

As you plan to use your logo in relation to your business, I
recommend that you protect the logo as a registered design
and/or as a registered trade mark. As the owner of a regis-
tered design or trade mark you would be able to stop others
from using the logo, without having to prove that the logo has
been copied. In other words, registered designs protect
against the use of similar, but independently designed, works
as well as copies. Another advantage of a registered trade
mark is that the protection can last indefinitely, provided the
registration is renewed, every ten years. Whilst copyright
lasts for many years, it will eventually expire.

These answers provide general guidance, but not legal ad-
vice, which you should always seek, as appropriate.

Q: How much should I spend on advertising?
A: It’s a question I’m often asked, and the answer is – if you
are SPENDING money on advertising, it’s not working for
you!
By that, I mean that all advertising should be an INVEST-

MENT, and should bring you more profit than it cost you
to do in the first place.

Forget the idea of “brand building” and “brand aware-
ness” – that’s reserved for very big businesses with very
deep pockets!

If your advertising activities are not bringing you a prof-
itable return, STOP THEM!

The majority of business owners have no idea whether
their advertising is working or not.

The first thing to realise is that 80% of advertising does
notwork.So it’s vitally important toknowwhich20%does!
The only way you can possibly know is to test and meas-
ure.

Every time you do any advertising activity, you need to be

able to measure the response to it. To do that, use some-
thing unique to identify each advertising piece. You could
use an offer “Call now for your free.....”, or a special code
“Call now and quote BIB06....”

Better still, train your team to ask the simple question
“How did you hear about us?” Most importantly, record
the results.

Once you know how many responses you’ve received for
each advertising activity, keep a record of how many actu-
ally turn into sales, howmuch those sales generate, and the
resultant profit.

At this point, you can calculate whether you have made a
profit from your new customers compared to the cost of the
advertising, and also how much it cost you to buy each
customer. Remember though, that in many businesses,
customers will come back and buy from you again and
again. Take for example a hairdresser or dentist – they
tend to keep their clients for a long time, so the lifetime
value of a client is very high.

In cases like this, it’s not essential that you make a
profit the first time you sell to your customers, as your
customers will usually keep coming back.

However, the onlyway youcaneffectively decidewhat, and
more importantly what NOT to do, is to test and measure.
Start now, it could save you thousands!

If you would like your company to be part of the Post’s new page, contact Paul Mallon on 0121 234 5453. If you have a question for our experts,

contact Paul on 0121 234 5453 or send it to asktheexpert@mrn.co.uk

Ask The Experts is the ideal way to
raise your company’s profile with
potential customers, as well as
helping solve problems for Midland
businesses. If you have a question
for our panel, call Paul Mallon on

0121 234 5453

When can bailiffs start
adding fees to a debt?

Test and measure to
make advertising pay

Registering a logo can
help protect copyright
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NAME: SIMON REDHEAD

TITLE: MANAGING DIRECTOR

BASE: WEALTH SOLUTIONS

(UK) LTD, 2 BAKERS

MEWS, 76 STATION ROAD, HARBORNE,

BIRMINGHAM B17 9LX

CONTACT : 08454 666 900

SIMON@WEALTH -SOLUTIONS. CO.UK

NAME: DR CHRISTOPHE R MOORE

TITLE: ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR

& SENIOR ATTORNEY

BASE: HLBBSHAW, 1 HAGLEY

ROAD, BIRMINGHAM, B16 8TG

CONTACT : 0121 454 4962

CHRISTOPHER.MOORE@HLBBSHAW.COM

NAME: ANDREW JONES

TITLE: PARTNER, HAINES WATTS

BASE:STERLING HOUSE, 71

FRANCIS ROAD, EDGBASTON,

BIRMINGHAM B16 8SP

CONTACT: 0121 456 1613

arjones@hwca.com

NAME: MASON QURESH

TITLE: SENIOR ASSOCIATE

BASE: WALDRONS
SOLICITORS, WYCHBURY COURT, TWO

WOODS LANE, MERRY HILL, DY5 1TA

CONTACT : 01384 811808

M.QURESHI@WALD RONS.CO.UK

Q, I have heard I can use my pension to buy the

commercial property I currently rent?

A. Yes you can is the simple answer and obviously

prices canbesecured farmorecompetitivelynowas

the commercial property market is fairly well de-

pressed.Dependinguponwhereyourpension funds

are currently (as thiswasnot stated), theywill need

to be transferred into either aSelf InvestedPersonal

Pension (SIPP) oraSmall Self AdministeredScheme

(SSAS) to allow the purchase. The pension scheme

will need first charge over thepropert
y, so anyother

borrowingmay prove difficult asmost banks in the

current climate will also want a first charge. That

said, your pension scheme can borrow funds to a

maximum limit of 50 per cent of the scheme value,

minus any current borrowing.

In terms of tax planning the pension route can

often be far more

efficient than any

other alternative.

Instead of paying

rent or interest to

a lender, you will

now be repaying

this to your pen-

sion scheme tax-

free. The eventual

capital profit from

the sale of the building will also be tax-free within

the pension. There are of course some drawbacks

and these will need to be fully assessed.

Q, I haven’t reviewed my investment for over 18

months, how often should I see an adviser?

A. Without further information such as how much

youhave invested, the targetdat
e andenvironment,

it is difficult to say. However, we would perform a

desktop reviewonbehalf ofmost of our clients every

three months. This would include performance,

valuation and market commentary but of course if

a client has the funds in a fixed term deposit, over

12 months, they would receive little benefit from a

quarterly valuation. Following thiswewould offer a

personal review facility every six months. I would

certainly suggest youseeanadviser as soonaspos-

sible and agree from day one a review service that

youarehappywith, andstick to this agreement. An

investment review cannot be underestimated and

often is more important than the original advice.

Q. We are a small company with some patents. We

have noticed copies in the marketplace but are wor-

ried about the costs of taking action. What can we

do?
A. Patent litigation costs can be high, partly because

patent cases usually involve detailed legal and tech-

nical issues.Further,under t
heEnglishcourts’ “loser

pays” system for costs, there is a risk that an unsuc-

cessful party will have to pay the successful side’s

hefty costs, in addition to its own. Unsurprisingly,

this may causemany potential litigants to be wary.

An ongoing review of the entire civil litigation sys-

tem by Lord Justice Jackson may be very pertinent

to intellectualpropertydispu
tes involvingsmallbusi-

nesses. He has expressed a preference in his pre-

liminary report for the Patents County Court to be

reconstituted as a low cost forum, which would be

distinguished from the Patents Court by having an

upper financial

limit.
There is also a

concertedmove to

encourage theuse

of arbitration and

mediation, which

can be used to resolve disputes without recourse to

the courts and usually has clear cost implications.

Other low cost routes to obtaining an official view

as to whether or not the ‘copy’ actually infringes a

patent, or whether a patent is valid, can be obtained

from The Patent Office under their (non-binding)

opinion scheme.
The writer should, firstly, establish

if the infringe-

ment falls within the scope of the patent (a qualified

patent attorney can help here) and establish who is

actually infringing and how they are doing so (mak-

ing, selling etc).
The writer needs to determine a strategy. Cost and

management time are usually live issues and the

strategy needs to be alive to that.

Thewriter should always consider the overall com
-

mercial aims of a dispute, e.g. to stop the infringe-

ment at all costs, to generate licence revenue or, for

instance, to sell the patent to the infringer. The

writer should also understand that if litigation is the

chosen route it will take time, money and almost

certainlywill involve a challenge to thep
atent (which

needs to be a factor if existing licensees are in

place).

Q.Mybusiness has a large tax bill to pay following

a good year in 2008 but I am struggling to meet it

out of current cash flow.What aremy options?

A. I need to understand a little more about your

business as you don’t mention whether you are a

sole trader, partnership or limited company.

If you are a sole trader or partnership and you

believe your profits in 2009 will be lower than in

2008youcouldapply toHMRevenueandCustoms

(HMRC) tohaveyourpaymentsonaccount reduced

for 2008/09. However, if it subsequently tu
rns out

that your profits are higher or the same as the

previous year, you would then be liable to interest

on any amounts of underpaid tax.

If you don’t think that reducing your payments

on account is an option or you are a limited com-

pany then youcould

contact the HMRC

Payment Support

Line to see if they

can help. Haines

Watts has helped a

numberof smalland

medium size busi-

nesses in thisway. If your tax is due, immediately

call the support line to try and arrange a payment

plan. They will need your business details and

probably quiz you over your company’s circum-

stances. They may also ask for evidence although

experience shows that isnotnormally onerous.You

may prefer for your professional a
dviser to do this.

He or she is used to the process andmay be better

placed to put your case across.

HMRCshould thenallowyoutomake instalment

payments, usually over a period of three to six

months after adding a small amount of interest.

This option is extremely useful in the current eco-

nomic climate as some businesses struggle with

cash flow.
Myonlyother thoughtwouldbewhetheryouhave

considered pre year-end tax planning to reduce

your taxburden in the first place.Whether youare

asole trader,partnershipor limitedcompany, there

is a range of options.

The HMRC Support Line can be contacted on

08453021435,8amto8pmMonday to Fridayand

8am to 4pm at weekends.

Q.Wearemoving staff to part-timeworkingwhilst

things are tight, but with bank holidays, how will

it affect holiday entitlements?

A. Unfortunately, the global credit crunch has af-

fectedmost, if not all businesses, an
dmanywork-

ers are now finding themselves with part-time

hours.
Startingwith thebasics, there isa right to

holiday

with pay. Since April 2009, employees statutory

right is aminimumof5.6weekspaidannual leave,

prior to that and from October 2007, it was 4.8

weeks. Thismeans full-timeemployeesget28days

paid leave per year, including bank holidays.

As a rule of thumb, a part-time or short-time

worker is entitled to a pro rata of the full time enti-

tlement. So for example, an employee working a

three-day week will be entitled to 5.6 weeks paid

annual leave –with eachweek comprising of three
paid days.
Pa r t-t ime

workers must
be treated
equa l ly to
their full time
co l l ea gues

and should be entitled to the sameholidays, rights

and other benefits.

Most bank holidays fall on a Monday, so if one

employee works Mondays and other does not, it is

questionable as to how to treat them equally.

Two employment tribunals have each given a dif-

ferent rulingon thispoint,whichhas only added to

the confusion.
The simplest way to overcome this is to give part

time workers a pro rata entitlement to public holi-

days regardless of whether they would normally

work on bank holidays.

Ourbest advice is toalwayserr on thesideof cau-

tion, and if in any doubt, seek independent legal

advice for your particular ci
rcumstances.

A final consideration: if your h
oliday year started

prior to April 1, 2009, remember to calculate the

pro rata for the part of that year where 4.8 weeks

apply, and then the 5.6weeks thereafter. And also

remember to add any additional contractual enti-

tlement to the calculation.

Theseanswersareonly for general guida
nce.You

must always seek independent legal advice.

If you would like your company to be part of the Post’s new page, contact Paul Mallon on 0121 234 5453. If you have a question for our experts,

contact Paul on 0121 234 5453 or send it to asktheexpert@mrn.co.uk
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